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Poetical
Remember Shakespeare in high school English class? 

Soon after you open the Psalms or Proverbs, you’ll notice that Biblical books of poetry differ stylistically from the 
plays and sonnets of Mr. Shakespeare in two key ways:

1)   David and Solomon’s poetry doesn’t rhyme. You won’t find couplets, quatrains, or any other rhyme 
schemes in these poetic books.

2)   In Biblical poetry, rhythmic meter cannot be found. When you read Ecclesiastes aloud, you won’t 
hear iambic pentameter or notice any particular beat or cadence to the words.

You may wonder, “Without rhyme and rhythm, how can you classify these books as poetry?”

The answer: it’s because either 1) they were written with the 
intention of being accompanied by music (like the Psalms), or 2) 
they utilize literary techniques like simile, metaphor, personification, 
parallelism,(22) and figure of speech(23)  
(like Proverbs).

Through these more artistic writing styles, God is able to explore the 
themes presented in each of the books in unique and meaningful 
ways.

Job (sometimes described as an opera) explores the connection 
between God’s sovereignty and man’s suffering through a series of 
debates with friends. 

Psalms, from King David and several other authors, offer up 
beautiful prayers and songs, typically falling into the categories of praise, thanksgiving, or lament.(24)

In the Book of Proverbs,(25) Solomon imparts wisdom and offers answers to tough questions using an instruction 
poetry style made up of short adages.

Solomon also considers the futility of earthly pursuits in Ecclesiastes and creates a godly picture of romance, love, 
and marriage in Song of Solomon (sometimes called Song of Songs).
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Scripture Coverage: Job – Song of Songs 
Scripture Reading: Various verses throughout the Poetical books,  
including all of Ecclesiastes and Song of Songs 
Book Genre: Poetical
Main Theme: God’s message is communicated poetically through a  
number of different literary techniques
Main Events: Job; Psalms; Proverbs; Ecclesiastes and Song of Songs
Main Characters: Job; David; Solomon

Week 1: Job 
Scripture: Verses throughout Job

1. What kind of man is Job? (Job 1:1-2:10) 

2.  From the same verses, what do we learn about God, Satan, and the nature of their relationship?

3.  What do you learn about God’s protection over you? What comfort does that provide you? 

4. What trouble befalls Job? What is Job’s response?

5.  Think about the most recent difficulty you have faced. What was your response in that situation? Why do you 
think you encountered this difficulty? Who is in charge of your life? What should your attitude be when facing 
trials? 
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6. Summarize God’s words to Job in chapters 38 – 41.

7. How does Job respond to God? (Job 42:1-6)

8. What is the final outcome for Job after this trial? (Job 42)

9.  Considering Job’s story, how should you look upon the circumstances in your life? How do you see God when it 
comes to day-to-day living? Is God truly the Lord of your life?

Week 2: Psalms
Scripture: Various Psalms

1.  Read Psalms 8, 30, 32. Categorize each one as a Psalm of either Thanksgiving, Praise, or Lament. Support each 
answer with a verse.
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2.  Some Psalms are Messianic or have Messianic verses within them. Find the verses that relate to the coming of 
Jesus in Psalms 2, 16, and 68.

3.  Many Psalms are written as prayers. Find a Psalm, perhaps you already have a favorite, and recite it to God as a 
prayer.

Week 3: Proverbs
Scripture: Various Proverbs

1. Who is the main author of Proverbs?

2. What is the purpose of Proverbs? (Proverbs 1:1-7)

3.  In Proverbs 10, you’ll start to see some of the literary techniques mentioned in the “Poetical” introduction (i.e. 
simile, metaphor, personification, etc). List two or three of the techniques you find and the verses they go with.

4.  Choose any chapter from Proverbs 10 – 29. Read it and share one or two particular proverbs that speak to you. 
How can you apply them to your life?
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Week 4: Ecclesiastes and Song of Songs
Scripture: Ecclesiastes and Song of Songs 

1. Solomon is generally considered the author of Ecclesiastes. Look at Chapter 1:1,16 and 12:9. What clues do 
these verses offer which would suggest that Solomon is the author?

2. What point is Solomon making in Ecclesiastes 1:1-11? Have you ever felt this way?

3. Solomon repeats two expressions throughout this book: “Under the sun” and “Chasing after the wind.” What 
do you think he means by these two expressions?

4.  Make a list of the things Solomon finds meaningless throughout Ecclesiastes. Support this list with Scripture.

5. What do you think God means by “setting eternity in the hearts of men?” (Ecclesiastes 3:11)

6.  What piece of advice is offered in Ecclesiastes 5:1-3? To what extent do you view God with reverence? To what 
extent might you be taking your relationship with God for granted?
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7.  What common destiny befalls every person? Knowing this, might it be prudent to think of eternity and how to 
approach it? (Ecclesiastes 9)

8. Where can meaning be found? (Ecclesiastes 12)

9.  It’s easy to forget that “God will bring every deed into judgment, including every hidden thing.” Do you live 
your life in light of this truth? (Ecclesiastes 12:14)

10. What does Song of Songs repeatedly warn against? (Song of Songs 2:7; 3:5; 8:4)

11.  Virginity until marriage is God’s standard. As Song of Songs shows, sex is a gift from God — to be enjoyed 
within the context of a marriage between a man and a woman. How does this directive differ from the world’s 
view of sex? Does it differ from your view of sex? What steps can you take to honor God in this area?  
(Song of Songs 4:12; Genesis 2:24; Hebrews 13:4)
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Monthly Re�ection
How did this month’s study help you ...

1. Understand the Bible as a continuous story?

2. See God’s salvation plan for man?

3. Learn how to study the Bible?

4. Grow in your personal walk with Jesus?
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Paizinho started down the wrong path 
at a young age. Introduced to drugs 
and alcohol by his friends, he quickly 
became addicted. His quest for more 
drugs and alcohol led him to stealing, 
violence, even murder.

Then, one day, Paizinho was given a 
Book of Hope, wri�en in his language. 
He read it and was drawn in by the love 

of Jesus. He accepted the Lord as his Savior. As Paizinho learned 
more about Jesus, he gave up drugs and alcohol. He changed his 
friends. He knows he is forgiven, and FREE from the sins and 
brokenness of his past.

Not only is Paizinho transformed from the “inside out” ... he’s 
excited to share his newfound faith with others. He invited seven 
of his friends to the church, and all of them accepted Jesus too! 
What Satan intends for evil, God can use for good!

In 2014, OneHope reached its billionth child — a young girl in 
China — with a relevant Gospel message. This year OneHope will 
reach nearly one hundred million additional young people with 
Scripture programs that are age- and culturally- specific based on 
research it conducts among children and youth, leaders and 
educators in each country it works. Since 1987, OneHope has 
helped kids experience God’s Story by collaborating with 
churches and ministries — and working with local governments, 
schools and non-governmental organizations — by bringing a 
message of Hope to children and youth in more than 100 
countries.
www.onehope.net
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