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CHRIST ON EARTH

Christ on Earth

Think of your favorite book or movie.
What problem or conflict lies before the main character in the story?

More than likely this conflict involves an enemy — another person, a force of nature, a society or culture —
standing in the hero’s way.

Toward the end of the story, you may also remember a tense, exciting scene in which everything the story

has been building toward comes to a head. Perhaps there is even a throw-down battle between a hero and a
villain. Two forces enter, but only one leaves. This is the climax — and by the time it’s over, the conflict will be
resolved.

If you think of the Bible as one long story, then the life, death, and resurrection of Jesus Christ all make up
the climax. Jesus arrives and defeats his enemies — death and Satan — in one fell swoop.

: Everything God has been building toward throughout the Old Testament
Everything culminates at this point. The Messiah — prophesied about since Genesis,

i foreshadowed through Isaac, Boaz, and other Christ “types” — has finally
GOd haS been ¢ arrived to deliver His people. And by the time the Gospels conclude, the

o me conflict is resolved — Christ?? leaves the tomb victorious!
building toward

This is the most thrilling story in all of Scripture — the one the salvation

throughOUt the of the world rests upon. And it’s recounted in four different books: the

OI d Testam ent Gospels,?® written by Matthew, Mark, Luke, and John.

culmin ates at While each of these accounts share the story of Christ, they also emphasize
: adifferent aspect of His life on Earth. Matthew focuses on fulfillment of
this pOint. prophecy and Israel’s hope. Mark shows Him to be the Son of God. Luke
: concentrates on the teachings of Christ. And John emphasizes Jesus’ divine
nature as God incarnate.”

0)

From birth to resurrection,®® no matter which Gospel account you read, it doesn’t get better than this ... God’s

piece de résistance.

Scripture Coverage: Matthew - John
Scripture Reading: One of the Four Gospels
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Book Genre: Historical

Main Theme: Jesus comes and offers salvation through His death
and resurrection

Main Events: Pre-Ministry; Public Ministry; Ministry to the Disciples;
Death and Resurrection

Main Characters: Jesus; The Disciples®

Week 1: Pre-Ministry

Scripture: Verses throughout the Gospels

1. Describe the charge Mary is given by the angel Gabriel. What is Mary’s response!? Would you react the same way?
(Luke 1 -2)

2. Matthew 1 relates the account of Mary’s pregnancy and Jesus’ birth from Joseph’s perspective. What kind of
man does the Bible say he is?

3. How has the world changed from the Israelite nation? Compare the rulers in days of Nehemiah and Ezra to

those in power during the time when Jesus was born. Where do Joseph and Mary reside? Where do they go?
Why do they go? (Luke 2)

4. Where is Jesus born? How does His birthplace signify the kind of life Jesus would live?

5. Why do Joseph and Mary flee to Egypt? When do they return? And where do they go after Egypt? (Matthew 2)
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The only Biblical accounts of Jesus as a boy are found in Luke 2. What happens when Jesus is 12 years old?
What is He doing? What does the Bible say about His growth?

What does John mean by calling Jesus “the Word” in 1:1-18? What divine®? aspect of Jesus is referred to by
saying “He was with God in the beginning”? What else do we learn about Jesus from these verses?

Week 2: Public Ministry
Scripture: John2 -12

1.

John 2 records Christ’s first public miracle. What is it? Besides the immediate need, what is His purpose in
performing that miracle?

Jesus discusses being born again with Nicodemus. What does it mean to be “born again!” Are you! How do you

know? (John 3)

What miraculous sign does Jesus give the Samaritan woman? What declaration does Jesus make at the end of
their discussion? (John 4)

Jesus breaks cultural boundaries by associating with the Samaritan woman. Are there any boundaries you face
today? How might you break through them?
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Many Samaritans believed in God because of the woman’s testimony. Think about your testimony and how you

might share it. (John 4)

Jesus feeds the multitude. What does He use to feed so many? What can you offer to Jesus to use and multiply?
(John 6)

Christ heals a blind man. Why had he been born blind, according to people in the community? What
explanation does Jesus offer! How can you surrender the troubling areas of your life to God, so that, in His
sovereignty,®? He can use them to be glorified in your life! (John 9)

Jesus faces conflict with some of the Jews, escalating to the point that they attempt to stone Him. What problem
do they have with Jesus? How does He respond? (John 8 - 10)

Why is Lazarus sick? After Lazarus dies, why does Jesus weep? What does that say about His thoughts towards
you and your trials? (John 11)

How does Christ raising Lazarus from the dead show the power of God? How is this comforting to us who
believe!
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11. What does Jesus say about His coming death? What does God the Father say about it? (John 12)

Week 3: Ministry to the Disciples
Scripture: John 13-17

1. Why does Jesus wash the disciples’ feet? (John 13)

2. What does Jesus command his disciples to do in John 13:34? What purpose does this command have? As a
follower of Christ, do you keep that command? Is there a brother or sister in the Lord you might have to work
on loving more? What practical step can you take to improve this relationship?

3. What does Jesus promise to do? How does anyone come to know God? According to Jesus, is there any other
way to God? What implications does this have for you, for your family, for the world? (John 14:1-7)

4. How can you know if someone loves Jesus? Look at your life in view of God’s commands. If someone looks at
your life, will they be able to tell that you love Jesus by the way you live? (John 14:15)

5. How does John 15:18-25 explain the treatment of Christians in the world today?
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6. Why is it important that Jesus goes away? What will the Holy Spirit do?
(John 16:5-16)

7. What two reasons does God have for loving us? What do you think “love” means? (John 16:27)

8. How does Jesus pray for Himself! Wouldn’t it be awesome if we could legitimately pray John 17:4?

9. How does Jesus pray for His disciples?

10. What does Jesus pray for all believers?

11. After reading these prayers, what is one lesson you can apply to your own
prayer life?
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Week 4: Death and Resurrection
Scripture: Various Scriptures from the Gospels

1. What does Jesus mean in John 18:217

2. What does Jesus ask of God? How remarkable is it that a Man who is dying prays for those who are unjustly
carrying out His death? How can you take this example and apply it when you have been wronged? (Luke 23:34)

3. Jesus ministers to the thief being crucified next to Him. What does the thief ask? How does this show his faith
in Christ as God? What does Jesus promise him?

4. Jesus announces “it is finished.” What is the “it?” (John 19:30)

5. What does Mary Magdalene discover in John 20? What does she find out later?

6. Why is the writing of the Gospel of John recorded in Scripture? (John 20:30-31)
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7. The disciples don’t recognize Jesus. Why might this be? What causes John, “the disciple whom Jesus loved,” to
realize it is Jesus? (John 21)

8. Describe the interaction between Jesus and Peter. Why is this important for Jesus to do?

9. What is John’s testimony concerning Jesus? (John 21:25)

10. What is the last command of Jesus? Think hard — are you fulfilling this command? Or have the cares of this
world gotten in the way of this goal? (Acts 1:1-8)

Monthly Reflection
How did this month’s study help you ...

1. Understand the Bible as a continuous story?

2. See God’s salvation plan for man?
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3. Learn how to study the Bible?

4. Grow in your personal walk with Jesus?
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Paizinho started down the wrong path
at a young age. Introduced to drugs
and alcohol by his friends, he quickly
became addicted. His quest for more
)| drugs and alcohol led him to stealing,
violence, even murder.

i N Then, one day, Paizinho was given a
.’ Book of Hope, written in his language.
He read it and was drawn in by the love

of Jesus. He accepted the Lord as his Savior. As Paizinho learned
more about Jesus, he gave up drugs and alcohol. He changed his
friends. He knows he is forgiven, and FREE from the sins and
brokenness of his past.

Not only is Paizinho transformed from the “inside out” ... he's
excited to share his newfound faith with others. He invited seven
of his friends to the church, and all of them accepted Jesus too!
What Satan intends for evil, God can use for good!

In 2014, OneHope reached its billionth child — a young girl in
China — with a relevant Gospel message. This year OneHope will
reach nearly one hundred million additional young people with
Scripture programs that are age- and culturally- specific based on
research it conducts among children and youth, leaders and
educators in each country it works. Since 1987, OneHope has
helped kids experience God's Story by collaborating with
churches and ministries — and working with local governments,
schools and non-governmental organizations — by bringing a
message of Hope to children and youth in more than 100
countries.

www.onehope.net

o
OneHope

GOD’S WORD. EVERY CHILD.



