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CREATION & PATRIARCHS

Creation

“Once upon a time ...”

Familiar words. Your parents probably read fairy tales to you with this famous opening line, and you may have
even shared those same stories with your own children and grandchildren since then.

Though all fairy tales basically start with the same phrase, it’s from these first words that an incredible story
takes on a life of its own.

Soon, a setting is formed — the woods, a small town, a far-off land. Heroes and villains are introduced. A
dilemma is presented to the gallant main character. Obstacles are overcome, challenges are faced.

Then the climax — the good guy and the bad guy square off for the final battle. Just as the curtain of defeat
seems to make its descent, the hero comes through. Victory!

With this triumph, all is set right in the land. The hero gets the girl, the enemy is vanquished, peace replaces
conflict, and “they all lived Happily Ever After.”

These fairy tales are not unlike the story we read in the Bible, with one key exception: The Bible is TRUE!
Every account we read in Scripture is God-ordained, and tells the true story of humanity.

From the first words in Genesis 1:1 ... “In the beginning God
created the heavens and the earth” ... the story unfolds. And,

Falry tales are not Doas these first words illustrate, it’s a story about God and His
unlike the Story we creation.

read in the Bible’ With Once the setting is formed — literally, Earth is formed — God,

Satan, and many other heroic and villainous characters are

one key exception: introduced. It doesn’t take long for the problem of sin to show
up, threatening to eternally separate creation (that’s us!) from

The Bible is TRU E! God. So God works out a plan to reunite us with Him.

And the plan is carried out, climaxing at the cross where it seems
like death has won. But at the last minute, our hero Jesus rises from the dead, alive and triumphant!
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All is set right on Earth. Jesus gets His bride (that’s us again!), Satan and death are defeated, peace returns to the
land, and we all live “Happily Ever After” with Christ for eternity.

It’s an incredible, supernatural story ... God’s ultimate love story, and we’re the ones He’s in love with. And it all
begins right here in Genesis.

Scripture Coverage: Genesis 1 - 11
Scripture Reading: Genesis 1 - 11
Book Genre: Historical

Main Theme: God creates man, but sin enters the world.
Main Events: Creation, Fall, Flood, Babel
Main Characters: Adam, Noah

Week 1: Creation
Scripture: Genesis 1-2

1. What does it mean when God says He created man in His own image?

(Genesis 1:27)

2. What attributes of God (His character, qualities, traits) do you see in the Creation story?

3. Why does God put Adam in the Garden of Eden? (Genesis 2:15)

4. What is the one thing God commands Adam not to do? (Genesis 2:16)
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5. What institution does God establish between a man and a woman? Is this contradictory to what is practiced in
today’s society!

6. Why are you, as a person, more special in God’s sight than other parts of His creation?

7. How does it make you feel to know that God created you? How might you want to live your life in light of this
knowledge?

Week 1: Fall

Scripture: Genesis 3

1. Who is the serpent? What is implied by the question he asks? (Genesis 3:1)

2. What tactic does the serpent use to tempt the woman into eating from the tree in the middle of the garden?
How are you similarly tempted? What can you learn from this exchange about “resist[ing] the devil”? (Genesis

3:4.5; James 4:7)

3. From this account, how could you define sin?
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4. What can you learn about the consequences of sin, specifically and in general?

5. In the midst of the judgment, the goodness of God shines through. Sometimes called the “protevangelium”®
or pre-gospel, the first announcement of a coming Messiah and the work of redemption provides hope. What
promise does God make, and what similarities do you see between this promise and the life of Jesus? (Genesis

3:15)

6. What temptations are you facing right now? What does God promise about help in times of struggle? (1
Corinthians 10:13)

7. The righteousness of God requires a judgment on sin — death. But, because of God’s great love for us, He has
provided His Son to die in our place. Think about where you would be without God’s love and sacrifice. Give
Him glory and thanks in your own way.

Week 2: Flood

Scripture: Genesis 6 — 9

1. Why does God send the Flood? (Genesis 6:5-6)

2. What kind of person is Noah?
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The Bible says “Faith without works is dead.” Noah shows his faith by doing everything the Lord asked of him.
Does the way you live your life reflect your belief in God? What evidence of your faith do you see in your life?
(James 2:20;

Genesis 5:22)

What area(s) of your life do you need to surrender to God? It could be finances, service to others, a relationship,
or something else that you know is not pleasing to the Lord. What steps can you take to show your faith through
obedience?

Noah doesn’t hear from God for at least 150 days. Put yourself in Noah’s place — how might you feel living in
the ark for that long with no direction from God? (Genesis 7:24) In the middle of this great catastrophe, God is
silent. How do you feel when you go through trials and God doesn’t speak? Why do you think God gets quiet
sometimes!

What comfort can we take from Genesis 8:17

Noah and his family eventually make it through the Flood by relying on God. God often brings people through
flood waters to teach dependence on Him. What struggles are you facing now that require God’s power to
overcome! Pray for God to strengthen your endurance and faith.
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Week 2: Babel

Scripture: Genesis 11

L.

What is the world like as the Tower of Babel is being built? (Genesis 11:1-4)

What is man’s plan? What two-fold purpose do the people have in doing this?

How does this plan fly directly in the face of God’s previous commandment to mankind? (Genesis 9:1)

What comfort might people draw from staying in one place? Is it scary for you to leave what is known or
familiar? What lesson might God have been teaching man in this example? How can you learn from it, too?

What does God do to thwart man’s plan? What origin might be explained by this event in Scripture?

What is the final result of God’s confusing the languages of the people?
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Patriarchs”

“You can choose your friends, but you can’t choose your family.”

The old adage is true. When you were born, you didn’t get to choose who your
mom and dad would be. There was no election process. You just arrived, and you were theirs.

Consequently, you didn’t have a say in who your siblings, aunts, uncles, cousins, nieces, nephews, or grandparents
would be. The people you bump into at family reunions or travel cross-country to visit ... the people who visit your
home or even live across the hall from you ... weren’t hand-selected like a peach in the produce aisle. When it comes
to family, for better or worse — bruises and all — you’re stuck with them.

Throughout the rest of Genesis, you're going to read about a family. In their story, you will see moments of passion,
love, and sacrifice. Some will literally lay down their lives for one another. But this family, like many families, is also
dysfunctional — acts of betrayal, deception, and violence abound.

All this from one family. You might know them as God’s “chosen people.”

God begins His work of redemption by choosing a people to reflect and represent Himself to the world. With this
goal in mind, He called Abraham (originally Abram, but renamed by God to reflect His purpose for Abraham as
“father of many”).

A covenant is established between God and Abraham — a man the Lord set aside for Himself, who will be separate
from the world and worship the One True God. And this lineage will travel from Abraham to Isaac, from Isaac to
Jacob, from Jacob to his twelve sons — from whom the twelve tribes of Israel will be named.

As you read, you'll be amazed by God’s faithfulness in dealing with this family, full of imperfect people. You might
also learn more than you bargained for — about interacting with your own flawed family, and becoming a righteous
servant of God!

Scripture Coverage: Genesis 12 - 50

God begins His Work Scripture Reading: Genesis 12 - 50
. i Book Genre: Historical
Of TEdem ptlon by Main Theme: God chooses Abraham to father a nation that will
: ¢ demonstrate how God relates to His creation.
ChOOSIng d people to i Main Events: Abraham’s Journey, Isaac and Jacob, Joseph in Egypt
reﬂect and represent Main Characters: Abraham, Isaac, Jacob, Joseph
Himself to the world. :
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Week 3: Abraham’s Journey
Scripture: Genesis 12 — 25

1.

What commandment and promises does God give to Abram? (Genesis 12:1-3)

The promise that “all peoples on earth will be blessed through [Abram]” is repeated in Genesis four other times.
In light of God’s plan to bring about redemption for mankind, describe this promise and how God specifically
brings it to pass.

(Genesis 12:3; 18:18; 22:18; 28:14)

In Genesis, Abram uses deception to protect himself twice in Egypt. What does this tell us about Abram’s faith
and relationship with God at this point? Can you relate! (Genesis 12:10-20; 20)

God has promised Abram offspring, and even confirmed it. How does Abram try to “help” God? Have you ever
tried to “help” God? (Genesis 15 - 16)

Abram’s action causes serious family troubles. Sometimes trying to force things to happen rather than waiting
on God makes the situation worse. What situations are you facing that require patience for God’s timing?

God proves His faithfulness with the birth of Isaac. If Abraham had his way, it probably would have happened
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much sooner. Why did God wait so long to bring Isaac! What can we learn about God’s timetable? (Genesis 21)

God makes what seems like a pretty horrific request from Abraham, but it shows just how far Abraham’s

relationship with the Lord has grown. Explain how Abraham has grown since his first steps with the Lord. How
do you see similar steps of growth in your own journey with God? (Genesis 22)

Isaac is often referred to as a “type” of Christ, which means God used him and his situation to depict what
would one day be fulfilled in the ministry of Jesus. What similarities do you see between Isaac and Jesus?

Week 4: Isaac and Jacob
Scripture: Genesis 21- 36

L.

What instances of God’s providence® do you see in Abraham'’s servant finding Rebekah for Isaac? Think about
an instance from your own past in which you can now see the hand of God at work. (Genesis 24)

What behavior(s) does Isaac display that remind you of Abraham? What does this tell you about the influence of
a father? If you are a parent, what can you learn about the impact your life has on your children? (Genesis 26)

Like Abraham and Isaac, Jacob uses deception to manipulate circumstances in his favor. Share two instances in
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which you see Jacob acting deceptively.

4. Meeting with God can change a person. After Jacob wrestles with God, his name is changed to Israel. This is
symbolic of a deeper change — he is a different person. No longer is he “the deceiver.” Now, he is “one who
struggles with God.” Knowing this, what practical steps can you take to spend more time with God? Follow
through on at least one of those steps now. (Genesis 32)

Week 4: Joseph in Egypt
Scripture: Genesis 37 - 50

1. Describe the circumstances that lead Joseph to Egypt. (Genesis 37)

2. Joseph faces the temptation to commit adultery with Potiphar’s wife, but he doesn’t give in. How was Joseph
able to resist temptation? (Genesis 39)

3. Joseph has spent time in slavery and been wrongfully imprisoned for years. How would you feel if you were in
Joseph’s place? How does Joseph conduct himself as a slave? As a prisoner? What can we learn from his example?

4. Joseph recognizes God’s hand (providence) in his life. Beyond saving the lives of Joseph’s family, what is God

10
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doing in the grand scheme of things? (This relates to why God called this family to Himself.)

5. Describe the events of Genesis, from Creation to the death of Joseph. Be sure to include all the key events as
outlined in the one-year grid.

Monthly Reflection
How did this month’s study help you ...

1. Understand the Bible as a continuous story?

2. See God’s salvation plan for man?

3. Learn how to study the Bible?

4. Grow in your personal walk with Jesus?

n
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Paizinho started down the wrong path
at a young age. Introduced to drugs
and alcohol by his friends, he quickly

became addicted. His quest for more
)| drugs and alcohol led him to stealing,

. violence, even murder.

Then, one day, Paizinho was given a
Book of Hope, written in his language.
He read it and was drawn in by the love

il

of Jesus. He accepted the Lord as his Savior. As Paizinho learned
more about Jesus, he gave up drugs and alcohol. He changed his
friends. He knows he is forgiven, and FREE from the sins and
brokenness of his past.

Not only is Paizinho transformed from the “inside out” ... he's
excited to share his newfound faith with others. He invited seven
of his friends to the church, and all of them accepted Jesus too!
What Satan intends for evil, God can use for good!

In 2014, OneHope reached its billionth child — a young girl in
China — with a relevant Gospel message. This year OneHope will
reach nearly one hundred million additional young people with
Scripture programs that are age- and culturally- specific based on
research it conducts among children and youth, leaders and
educators in each country it works. Since 1987, OneHope has
helped kids experience God's Story by collaborating with
churches and ministries — and working with local governments,
schools and non-governmental organizations — by bringing a
message of Hope to children and youth in more than 100
countries.

www.onehope.net

A
OneHope

GOD’S WORD. EVERY CHILD.



