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Exile and Return
“For every action, there is an equal and opposite reaction.”

Newton’s Third Law of Physics is the scientific version of a Biblical principle: You reap what you sow (Galatians 
6:7).

Actions have consequences. If you throw a ball to the ground, it will bounce back up with the same force. If you 
plant a tomato seed, you will harvest tomatoes. 

This concept applies to all parts of life — not just physics and farming. If you act friendly, you will make friends. If 
you slack off at work, you won’t be promoted. If you slander others, you can expect them to do the same to you.

Often, the consequences of our actions are immediate — when you throw a ball, it bounces back instantly. But 
the judgment of God is more like planting the tomato seed — you can’t harvest a tomato the next day. It takes 
time. 

The Israelites have done “evil in the eyes of the Lord.” And this 
sinfulness goes on without consequences for hundreds of years 
— 250 years for the northern kingdom, and 400 for the southern 
kingdom. 

After such a long time, the Israelites might think God is just 
letting their behavior slide. But just because judgment doesn’t 
come right away doesn’t mean the Israelites will get away with sin. 
Remember: God is patient.

When His judgment finally comes — exile and captivity in foreign 
lands — it’s a tough pill to swallow. Yet God is still faithful and 
loving, never forsaking the people He has chosen.

Prophets like Ezekiel and Daniel are sent to encourage faithfulness. And later, when the time is right, God uses 
Ezra, Nehemiah, Esther, and others to protect the people, lead them back to the Promised Land, and restore the 
temple in Jerusalem. 

Yes, actions have consequences. God will not be mocked. But He is able to restore penitent(15) hearts.
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Scripture Coverage: Ezekiel; Daniel; Ezra; Nehemiah; Esther
Scripture Reading: Ezekiel 1:1-3, 33, 34:1-10, Daniel, Ezra, Nehemiah, Esther
Book Genre: Prophetical and Historical
Main Theme: Israel is exiled(16) for 70 years then led back to rebuild Jerusalem
Main Events: Exile; Return of the Exiled;. The temple rebuilt. Nehemiah  
Rebuilds the Wall; Esther
Main Characters: Daniel, Ezra, Nehemiah, Esther

Week 1: Exile
Scripture: Ezekiel 1:1-3; 33; 34:1-10; Daniel

1.  What do you learn about Ezekiel the man? About his setting? When is this taking place? (Ezekiel 1:1-3)

2.  What does God compare Ezekiel to? What is the purpose of this position?  
(Ezekiel 33)

3. How should you be like Ezekiel concerning people in your life?

4.  Who are the shepherds God refers to? Who are the sheep? What are the shepherds guilty of? What will become 
of the sheep? (Ezekiel 34:1-10)

5. Where does the Book of Daniel take place? When does it take place? (Daniel 1)
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6.  Who is Daniel, and how does he set himself apart from the other young men? What does God do for Daniel?

7.  How does God continue to elevate Daniel? How is God’s name glorified before this pagan(17) nation? (Daniel 2)

8. King Nebuchadnezzar has a dream. What is Daniel’s interpretation? (Daniel 4)

9.  What does Daniel encourage the king to do? Daniel’s directive implies it is still possible for Nebuchadnezzar to 
repent. What does this knowledge mean for you and for those around you? (Daniel 4:27)

10.  What thought causes the king to lose his sanity? How does he get it back? What does this teach you about pride 
and humility?

11. What is Daniel doing in 9:3? What is the content of his prayer?

12.  What is Daniel doing in 10:1-13? What do you learn about the spiritual world from this account?

J U N E



47 

13.  What impresses you most about Daniel’s life? Which of his characteristics would you like to adopt?

Week 2: Return of the Exiled
Scripture: Ezra

1. What prophetic promise does God make? (Jeremiah 29:10-14) 

2.  What does Cyrus proclaim? Who orchestrates this act? Who starts heading back to Jerusalem? (Ezra 1)

3.  How are the Israelites acting? How is this different from the way people behaved before the exile? (Ezra 3:1-6)

4.  What opposition do the Israelites face? Does this mean God isn’t with them? Why might you expect this 
opposition? (Ezra 4)

5.  God’s favor is on the Israelites, and the temple is completed. What additional evidence is there to suggest that 
they are pursuing the Lord again? (Ezra 6:14-18)
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6.  What kind of man is Ezra? How is God’s astounding favor on display in the letter Ezra has been given? (Ezra 7)

7.  What old sins do the Israelites start to fall back into? What is their response this time around? How is this 
response different from their responses before the exile? What does this say about the people and their 
relationship with the Lord?

8.  Consider how your life is more different today than it was before you knew God. To what extent might you have 
fallen back into old sins? If you have, like Ezra, confess them before the Lord and pray about what practical steps 
you can take to become right with God again.

Week 3: Nehemiah Rebuilds the Wall
Scripture: Nehemiah

1.  What condition is the wall of Jerusalem in? What is Nehemiah’s response? How do you respond to bad news? 
(Nehemiah 1)

2.  How does Nehemiah respond to King Artaxerxes’ question? What does this tell us about Nehemiah’s 
relationship with God? (Nehemiah 2)
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3.  Nehemiah shares his vision for rebuilding with the people — a project the Bible calls a “good work.” What 
opposition immediately follows this good work? How does Nehemiah counter this? (Nehemiah 2:17-20)

4.  Nehemiah faces additional opposition. What is his response this time? How can you apply this to opposition 
that you face in your life? (Nehemiah 4)

5.  What does Israel do in Nehemiah 8:1-3? How long do they listen? What is their attitude as they listen?

6.  What does Israel do daily? Why is this important? How often do you read your Bible? How often do you think 
you should be reading your Bible? (Nehemiah 8:18)

7.  Are the Israelites genuine? What evidence is there to support this? What proclamation do they make? 
(Nehemiah 9:1-6) 

8. What has happened to make this nation so different and fervent for the Lord? 
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9.  Sometimes God allows great difficulties as a reminder to focus (or refocus) on Him. Are you facing a trial right 
now? Maybe God is trying to get your attention. Take some time to pray and evaluate where you are at with the 
Lord.

Week 4: Esther
Scripture: Esther

1.  Although the Book of Esther is placed after Nehemiah in the Bible, the events actually take place 30 years before 
Nehemiah returns to Jerusalem. The events in this book lay the groundwork for what transpires in Nehemiah. 
According to Esther 1:2 and Nehemiah 1:1, where do these events take place?

2.  What do we learn about Mordecai and Esther? What secret is Esther hiding? Whose favor does she win? (Esther 
2)

3.  How does Mordecai incur Haman’s wrath? Who (from the Book of Daniel) does Haman remind you of? Why 
does Mordecai not obey the command?

4. What does Haman decide to do? 
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5.  What does Mordecai ask of Esther? What purpose does he see in Esther’s position in the kingdom? What does 
Esther stand to lose? How does she handle the situation?

6. What act of providence do we see in Esther 6:1? 

7.  Although this book does not mention God at all, God’s fingerprints are all over the book. What other acts of 
providence do you see? When you look at your own life, do you see God’s hand upon it? Think of one or two 
examples and give God praise and glory!

8. What is Haman’s fate? What happens to the Jews? 

9.  How do these events set the stage for Nehemiah and the favor he finds with his king?

Monthly Re�ection
How did this month’s study help you ...

1. Understand the Bible as a continuous story?
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2. See God’s salvation plan for man?

3. Learn how to study the Bible?

4. Grow in your personal walk with Jesus?

J U N E



Paizinho started down the wrong path 
at a young age. Introduced to drugs 
and alcohol by his friends, he quickly 
became addicted. His quest for more 
drugs and alcohol led him to stealing, 
violence, even murder.

Then, one day, Paizinho was given a 
Book of Hope, wri�en in his language. 
He read it and was drawn in by the love 

of Jesus. He accepted the Lord as his Savior. As Paizinho learned 
more about Jesus, he gave up drugs and alcohol. He changed his 
friends. He knows he is forgiven, and FREE from the sins and 
brokenness of his past.

Not only is Paizinho transformed from the “inside out” ... he’s 
excited to share his newfound faith with others. He invited seven 
of his friends to the church, and all of them accepted Jesus too! 
What Satan intends for evil, God can use for good!

In 2014, OneHope reached its billionth child — a young girl in 
China — with a relevant Gospel message. This year OneHope will 
reach nearly one hundred million additional young people with 
Scripture programs that are age- and culturally- specific based on 
research it conducts among children and youth, leaders and 
educators in each country it works. Since 1987, OneHope has 
helped kids experience God’s Story by collaborating with 
churches and ministries — and working with local governments, 
schools and non-governmental organizations — by bringing a 
message of Hope to children and youth in more than 100 
countries.
www.onehope.net
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