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CHURCH AND GROWTH

Church and Growth

Treat Wall of China and the Body of Christ have a lot in common.

‘onsidered one of the New Seven Wonders of the World, the Great Wall of China is a structure 2,000 years in
1e making. And because of its size (5,500 miles long — visible from space!) and the amount of work it took to
1ake, the Great Wall is considered a manmade marvel.

Various rulers spanning many generations had citizens and slaves alike constructing this massive wall. Over the
years, repairs and additions have been made. Today, the structure is comprised of an estimated 4 billion bricks.

The Body of Christ is a 2,000-year-old project, too — beginning just after Jesus returned to the Father. And
like the Great Wall construction, God has used multitudes of people throughout many generations and from a
variety of classes — Jews and Gentiles, slaves and free — to help create His Church (Galatians 3:28).

But in the Body of Christ, the builders aren’t just the bricklayers

In the BOdy Of Ch rist, — they’re also the bricks! God’s Church is made up of people.
the bUiIderS aren’t The Book of Acts chronicles the very beginning of this building

project, and its rapid growth. In the Gospels, Jesus’ disciples have

jUSt the briCkIayerS already been instructed and trained. Now, they receive the Holy
—they'realsothe | '™

(as promised) and follow through on Jesus’ command to go and

briCkS! GOd’S Church spread the Good News.
iS made Up of people. So the Church begins to grow, penetrating most of the known

world — in spite of persecution.

Acts also offers a model for the Body of Christ today. How believers fulfill God’s call to be a witness, as well as
how they should treat one another, is demonstrated beautifully. As you study, consider how you can follow in
the example of the early Church.

Scripture Coverage: Acts

Scripture Reading: Acts

Book Genre: Historical

Main Theme: God establishes and expands the Church through
the obedience of His followers

79



OCTOBER

Main Events: Birth of the Church; Church Growth and Persecution;
Paul’s Missionary Journeys, Paul’s Imprisonment
Main Characters: Peter; Paul

Week 1: Birth of the Church
Scripture: Acts1-5

1. About how many believers are there at this time? (Acts 1:15)

2. Where are all the believers on the day of Pentecost’®® What happens to them?

3. How does the crowd outside perceive what takes place?

4. Consider what Peter is like in the Gospels. How is Peter different in Acts 27 Why do you think he has changed?

5. According to Peter, the promise of the baptism of the Holy Spirit is for whom? (Acts 2:38-39) Do you believe the
baptism of the Holy Spirit is for people today? Are you filled with the Holy Spirit? (Acts 2:38-39; Luke 11:13)

6. How many new believers are added that day after Peter’s preaching’
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What do the believers devote themselves to doing? Do you devote yourself to these things? What area(s) might
you improve on? (Acts 2:42)

Why are Peter and John put in jail? What does the Word say immediately after their imprisonment? (Acts 4)

How does the Bible describe Peter when he is asked to give an account?

What do the rulers notice about these men? (Acts 4:13)

How do Peter and John respond to being ordered to stop proclaiming the name of Jesus? How do you respond
when sharing the name of Jesus is not comfortable?

How do Ananias and Sapphira sin? Why do you think their punishment is death?

What miraculous signs do the apostles perform?
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14. Persecution starts to come on the apostles, and they are jailed and beaten for their faith. What is the apostles’
response to the flogging they receive? What do they do afterwards?

15. What kind of persecution do you (and other believers) face today! How do you react! Can you testify, like the
apostles, that you will never stop proclaiming Christ?

Week 2: Church Growth and Persecution
Scripture: Acts 6 - 12

1. What continues in Acts 6:7?

2. Describe Stephen. Why is he seized? (Acts 6:8)

3. Why is Stephen stoned? Who approved this? (Acts 6:8-8:1)

4. What event immediately follows Stephen’s death? Who seems to be the leader behind this? Where do the people
go to escape persecution!? What do the people continue to do after they are scattered?
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5. What does Saul intend to do in Acts 97 What happens to him as he nears Damascus? Think back to your own
conversion experience. How has your life changed?

6. Why are the believers who came with Peter astonished? (Acts 10)

7. What does Peter have them do after they receive the Holy Spirit? Water baptism is a public declaration of faith
in Jesus. Have you been water baptized? If not, consider taking that step of obedience.

8. Why is Peter criticized by his fellow believers? What does Peter say that quiets the objections? What is their
conclusion?

9. How does God use the death of Stephen to further the Gospel? How does this compare to Romans 8:287 Think
of a difficult trial you face right now and pray this verse over your life. (Acts 11:19-21)

10. What happens to James? What happens to Peter! How does Peter escape?

11. Why did Herod die?
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12. What is still happening in Acts 12:25?

Week 3: Paul’s Missionary Journeys
Scripture: Acts 13 - 20

1. Who sends Paul and Barnabas? (Acts 13:4)

2. Who shows up to hear God’s Word? How do some of the Jews react! According to verse 46 why do they now
preach to the Gentiles?® (Acts 13:44-46)

3. What do Paul and Barnabas do regularly? What confirms that their message is the truth? (Acts 14)

4. What happens to Paul in 14:197 What does Paul say in verse 227 Do you find his statement true in your own life!
Does it bring perspective!

5. What common church practice is exemplified by Paul and Barnabas in Acts 14:23? Who might you consider an
elder today?
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6. What issue do the believers in Jerusalem have to deal with? What tools for reconciliation are displayed here that
can help you resolve a dispute in your life! (Acts 15)

7. Why are Paul and Silas imprisoned and beaten? What are their attitudes like in prison? Why are they able to
praise the Lord?

8. What is the reaction from the Jews in Thessalonica? How is this consistent with people receiving the Gospel
today?

9. What are the Bereans commended for? Why is their technique of examining the Scripture against what is
preached a good example to follow?

10. What does God command all people to do? What does this imply about all people? What are the consequences
for not repenting’

11. What are the highlights of Paul’s trip to Ephesus?

85



OCTOBER

Week 4: Paul’s Imprisonment
Scripture: Acts 21 - 28

1. When Paul returns to Jerusalem and meets with the brothers, what does he do? Why is it good to share
testimonies!

2. Paul’s fame catches up with him in Jerusalem. Why is he arrested this time?

3. What do the Jews intend to do to Paul even though he is under Roman guard? (Acts 23)

4. Paul appears before which three governing heads? Why do you think God might allow Paul to appear before all
three without being set free? (Acts 24-26)

5. Paul is a Roman citizen and exercises his right to take his case before Caesar, thus they set sail for Rome. What
happens on his journey there? (Acts 25:12; 27)

6. Where do Paul and the rest of the crew get shipwrecked?
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What opportunity does Paul take advantage of to spread the Gospel?

Paul is always intentionally looking for opportunities to share Christ. Do you have that mindset! How different
would your day-to-day life be if you shared like Paul? Start today, pray and look for chances to share God with
the people you run into.

What benefits of imprisonment does Paul receive when he gets to Rome?

What does Paul continue to do even though he is under house arrest?

How long is Paul in Rome?

This whole process, from the time he gets arrested in Jerusalem to where he waits in Rome, takes years. Is there
a difficult situation you’ve been facing for a number of years? What hope can you take from what happened to
Paul? Pray about this and give it to God.
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Monthly Reflection
How did this month’s study help you ...

1. Understand the Bible as a continuous story?

2. See God’s salvation plan for man?

3. Learn how to study the Bible?

4. Grow in your personal walk with Jesus!?
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Paizinho started down the wrong path
at a young age. Introduced to drugs
and alcohol by his friends, he quickly
became addicted. His quest for more
)| drugs and alcohol led him to stealing,
violence, even murder.

i N Then, one day, Paizinho was given a
.’ Book of Hope, written in his language.
He read it and was drawn in by the love

of Jesus. He accepted the Lord as his Savior. As Paizinho learned
more about Jesus, he gave up drugs and alcohol. He changed his
friends. He knows he is forgiven, and FREE from the sins and
brokenness of his past.

Not only is Paizinho transformed from the “inside out” ... he's
excited to share his newfound faith with others. He invited seven
of his friends to the church, and all of them accepted Jesus too!
What Satan intends for evil, God can use for good!

In 2014, OneHope reached its billionth child — a young girl in
China — with a relevant Gospel message. This year OneHope will
reach nearly one hundred million additional young people with
Scripture programs that are age- and culturally- specific based on
research it conducts among children and youth, leaders and
educators in each country it works. Since 1987, OneHope has
helped kids experience God's Story by collaborating with
churches and ministries — and working with local governments,
schools and non-governmental organizations — by bringing a
message of Hope to children and youth in more than 100
countries.

www.onehope.net

o
OneHope

GOD’S WORD. EVERY CHILD.



