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The Prophets
Will I get that promotion? When will I get married? Which school should I go to? Will I have children? Grandchildren? 
How long will I live?

What does the future hold?

Where does the world look for answers? Many turn to fortune tellers, palm readers, crystal balls, tea leaves, 
and horoscopes. 

People have always been fascinated by the future, captivated by the supernatural. But trusting in false 
prophets like psychics and fortune tellers only leads down a path of destruction. And more often than not, 
their predictions are inaccurate.

When true prophets — those sent by God — make predictions, every single prophecy is accurate. One false 
forecast, and you do not have a true prophet.

However, while telling the future is a big part of a true prophet’s ministry, that’s not all prophets do. 

In the Bible, the bulk of a prophet’s ministry is to simply proclaim the teachings of God. Usually, this 
involved:

1)  Exposing sin and calling people to a higher moral standard.
2)  Warning the Israelites of a coming judgment if they fail to 

repent.
3) Proclaiming the coming Messiah.

This often overlooked role of a prophet may explain why 12 of the 17 
prophetical books in the Bible take place during the time of 2 Kings — as the 
nation of Israel desperately needs to be called to repentance. These books of 
prophecy also predict the consequences (including the Exile) if Israel doesn’t 
listen.

Each of the remaining prophetic books also minister during times of great 
need in Israel. Ezekiel and Daniel prophesy during the Exile. Haggai, 
Zechariah, and Malachi proclaim God’s truth during Israel’s return to the 
Promised Land.
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Scripture Coverage: Isaiah – Malachi (for Ezekiel and Daniel,  
see “Exile and Return” on page 49)
Scripture Reading: Various verses throughout the Prophetical books
Book Genre: Prophetical
Main Theme: God uses the prophets to proclaim His Word for both  
the future and the present
Main Events: See the general descriptions of each book
Main Characters: Prophets

Week 1: Isaiah, Jeremiah, Lamentations 
Scripture: Verses throughout Isaiah, Jeremiah, Lamentations

Isaiah: Confronts Israel with their sins and their coming judgment, speaks against other nations, prophesies about 
future Jewish exiles and the Messiah.

1.  How does Isaiah see himself? How does God help his condition? What does this encounter look like to you? 
(Isaiah 6)

2.  What question does God ask? What is Isaiah’s response? What would your response be? Are you truly willing to 
go wherever God leads you? Be truthful to yourself.

3.  What is Isaiah prophesying about in 9:1-7? Share one part of this prophecy that really strikes you.

4.  What Old Testament and New Testament prophecies do we see in Isaiah 40:1-5? (Hint: Verses 1-2 have to do 
with Judah, and verses 3-5 are about a man who comes just before Christ.) 
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5. Why do you think God foretells future events in Scripture?

Jeremiah: Prophesies about inevitable judgment when Israel rebels against God and restoration.

1.  When does Jeremiah’s ministry take place?  

2. What do you learn about God’s plan for Jeremiah? His plan for you? (Jeremiah 1:5)

3.  What is Jeremiah talking about in 3:6-10? What analogy does God use? What sad statement do we see 
concerning Judah?

4.  What does the Lord mean by “New Covenant”? How does this involve Jesus? (Jeremiah 31:31-34)

Lamentations: Five laments that express great sorrow and pain over the destruction  
of Jerusalem.

1. Describe the scene that is set in Lamentations 1.
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2. Who is to blame for the fall of this city?

3.  What hope is brought forth in Lamentations 3:21-33? What attributes of God do you see in these verses?

4.  As born-again Christians, we are not immune to sin. How can we apply the hope found in Lamentations 3 when 
we fall into sin?

Week 2: Joel, Micah, Habakkuk, Zephaniah
Scripture: Verses throughout Joel, Micah, Habakkuk, Zephaniah

Joel: Starts with the devastation caused by a plague of locusts,(19) then calls Israel to repentance with a warning of 
further danger approaching, and reveals prophecy about Israel’s future restoration.

1.  In Joel, God frequently refers to the “day of the Lord.” Locate 2 or 3 instances of this within the book. Based on 
context, what do you think this phrase means?

2.  The prophecy in Joel 2:28-32 begins to be fulfilled in Acts 2. In fact, Peter quotes this passage. What does this 
prophecy mean for believers today?
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Micah: Warns Israel of divine judgment and foretells the coming of the Messiah.(20)

1.  Micah 5:1-5 refers to the coming Messiah. Where do you see that reference in these verses? What attributes of 
Christ are foretold?

2.  What case is the Lord making in Micah 6:3-5? Is this a case God could make with us today? With you? 

Habakkuk: Describes living by faith and shares prophecy about how God will deal  
with all wickedness in due time.

1.  What complaints does Habakkuk voice in chapter 1? Have you ever had similar feelings?

2. What answer does God give in Habakkuk 2:4? Is this reply sufficient for you?

3.  Habakkuk’s prayer in chapter 3 is a response to God. What does the prayer reveal about Habakkuk? Is trusting 
God, even when things aren’t going the way you wish, something you struggle with? If so, take some time to pray 
for greater faith.
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Zephaniah: Warns the Jews about the coming judgment of God on Judah and the whole Earth.

1.  What destruction is coming? Who is it against? Has it happened yet?  
(Zephaniah 1:2-3)

2.  According to Zephaniah 1:14, when will this come to pass? What other book of the Bible does this remind you 
of? What comfort, as a Christian, can you have concerning these prophecies?

Week 3: Hosea, Amos, Jonah, Nahum,  
Obadiah
Scripture: Verses throughout Hosea, Amos, Jonah, Nahum, Obadiah

Hosea: Reveals prophecy to Israel about the last call to repentance, how God maintains His love despite Israel’s 
rebellion, and the coming consequences for disobedience.

1.  Hosea’s relationship with his wife paints a picture of God’s relationship with Israel. What happens between 
Hosea and Gomer? Who does Hosea represent? Gomer? (Hosea 1 – 3)

2.  What does God promise in Hosea 14? What does this say about God’s longsuffering for us?
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Amos: Calls for Israel to repent and for judgment to come down on surrounding nations.

1.  What are the Israelites guilty of? Are they an affluent people? What does this say about materialism and God’s 
blessings? In your own experience, does success draw you closer to God or pull you further away? (Amos 6:1-7)

Jonah: Writes this prophetical book as a historical narrative and calls Assyria’s capital city, Nineveh, to repentance. 

1.  What characteristics do you see in Jonah? Have you ever run away from God? What is the result for Jonah? For 
you? (Jonah 1:3)

2.  What somewhat-surprising response do the people of Nineveh have to Jonah’s judgment? What is God’s 
reaction?

3.  How does Jonah feel about Assyria’s repentance? Have you ever been angry with the Lord? How do you deal 
with that anger? 

Nahum: Writes more than 130 years after Jonah and shares prophecy with Assyria about the judgment and 
destruction that will come upon them, especially on Nineveh.

1.  What attribute of God do you see in Nahum 1:2. Why might this lead to judgment?
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2.  What are some of the reasons Nineveh is being judged? What have we learned about God when it comes to sin 
and judgment? (Nahum 3:1-4)

Obadiah: Reveals prophecy about judgment on Edom for rejoicing over Judah’s suffering.

1. Who is the Patriarch of Edom? (Obadiah 1:10; Genesis 27)

2.  What is Edom guilty of? In light of this, how should you treat your neighbors? (Obadiah 1:11-14)

Week 4: Haggai, Zechariah, Malachi
Scripture: Verses throughout Haggai, Zechariah, Malachi

Haggai: Exhorts the rebuilding of the temple and calls Israel to holiness.

1. What does God call Zerubbabel and Joshua to do?

2.  In Haggai, the Lord often says “give careful thought.” What should we give careful thought to? What might this 
look like for you?
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Zechariah: Offers encouragement to rebuilding of the temple for those who are disheartened that the Messiah has 
not appeared immediately, plus shares eight visions that show God’s love and Israel’s future destiny.

1. What is the opening plea in chapter 1?

2.  What Messianic prophecy does Zechariah 9:9 refer to? Write the Scripture verse below to back this up. Do the 
same for Zechariah 13:7.

Malachi: Calls Israel to repent of sin, remove those things which hinder their walk with God, and to return fully to 
God with obedient hearts.

1.  God says “Esau I have hated” in Malachi 1:3. Knowing that God loves man, what do you think this means in its 
context?

2.  Malachi presents God’s Word in a question-and-answer format. Choose any one question that God asks, and 
then share your thoughts about how it is answered.

3. What promised blessings come from giving the tithe?(21) (Malachi 3:10)
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4.  Giving financially is commanded by God to support His work and demonstrate submission and obedience to 
His authority. Do you tithe? If not, why not? Do you have a Biblical reason for your answer?

Monthly Re�ection
How did this month’s study help you ...

1. Understand the Bible as a continuous story?

2. See God’s salvation plan for man?

3. Learn how to study the Bible?

4. Grow in your personal walk with Jesus?
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Paizinho started down the wrong path 
at a young age. Introduced to drugs 
and alcohol by his friends, he quickly 
became addicted. His quest for more 
drugs and alcohol led him to stealing, 
violence, even murder.

Then, one day, Paizinho was given a 
Book of Hope, wri�en in his language. 
He read it and was drawn in by the love 

of Jesus. He accepted the Lord as his Savior. As Paizinho learned 
more about Jesus, he gave up drugs and alcohol. He changed his 
friends. He knows he is forgiven, and FREE from the sins and 
brokenness of his past.

Not only is Paizinho transformed from the “inside out” ... he’s 
excited to share his newfound faith with others. He invited seven 
of his friends to the church, and all of them accepted Jesus too! 
What Satan intends for evil, God can use for good!

In 2014, OneHope reached its billionth child — a young girl in 
China — with a relevant Gospel message. This year OneHope will 
reach nearly one hundred million additional young people with 
Scripture programs that are age- and culturally- specific based on 
research it conducts among children and youth, leaders and 
educators in each country it works. Since 1987, OneHope has 
helped kids experience God’s Story by collaborating with 
churches and ministries — and working with local governments, 
schools and non-governmental organizations — by bringing a 
message of Hope to children and youth in more than 100 
countries.
www.onehope.net
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