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H
Promised Land
How difficult is it to wait for something you eagerly desire?

Pretty hard! Whether it’s something small (like eating dessert after dinner or opening presents on Christmas 
morning) or something life-changing (like getting married to your spouse or finally meeting a new baby) ... 
waiting isn’t easy.

And patience is especially hard to come by in today’s “instant gratification” culture. From fast food to the 
Internet, so much is at our fingertips that, when something doesn’t happen instantaneously — frustration 
erupts.

But God is infinitely patient. Just look at Israel ...

God has waited for 40 years — for an entire generation of Israelites to pass away — before bringing His 
people to the Promised Land (also known as Canaan). And it’s the land He had promised Abraham several 
generations before that. 

God has been patient for hundreds of years, but the day has 
finally arrived. At long last, Israel will get a place to call home!

As Israel claims the Promised Land under the leadership 
of Joshua — one of only two people to survive the desert 
wanderings (the other was Caleb) — you’ll see God rewarding 
faith and patience ...

And He does it by showing Himself faithful. With this grand 
entrance into Canaan, God honors the faith of Joshua and 
Caleb, who believed the Lord would deliver the land to them 
... as well as the faith of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob, who 
believed the promise without ever seeing it come to pass.

Scripture Coverage: Joshua
Scripture Reading: Joshua
Book Genre: Historical
Main Theme: God’s people subdue the Promised Land by faith
Main Events: Jordan; Jericho; Conquering the Land; Dominion of the Land
Main Characters: Joshua

M A R C H

P R O M I S E D  L A N D

God has been patient 
for hundreds of years, 

but the day has �nally 
arrived. At long last, 

Israel will get a place 
to call home!



21 

Week 1: Jordan
Scripture: Joshua 1 – 4

1. Israel is under new leadership. How has God prepared Joshua to lead Israel? (Exodus 17:8-16; Exodus 24:12-18; 
Numbers 14)

2.  God encourages Joshua three times to “be strong and courageous.” Why do you think Joshua needs this 
encouragement? (Joshua 1)

3.  What powerful instruction does God tell Joshua to obey? Why is this so important? How can you apply this in 
your life today? (Joshua 1:7-8)

4. Who is Rahab? What does she do for the Israelite spies? (Joshua 2)

5.  What confession of faith does Rahab make to the spies? What can we learn about God’s character in sparing 
“this kind of woman?”

6. What deal do the spies make with Rahab?

M A R C H



22 

7.  How does the nation of Israel cross the Jordan River? Other than providing safe passage for His people, why 
does God perform this miracle?

8.  The people set up a memorial to commemorate the passage through the river. Why do they do this? (Joshua 4)

9.  These stones remind the Israelites of God’s goodness, a symbol of a time when God protected and provided for 
them. Looking back on your life, write about a time when God moved on your behalf.

Week 2: Jericho
Scripture: Joshua 5 – 6

1.  In addition to boosting the Israelites’ faith, what impact did the miracle in the Jordan River make? (Joshua 5:1)

2. What happens to the manna? What is the significance of this? (Joshua 5:12)

3. Who does Joshua meet? (Joshua 5:13)
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4.  What does this meeting teach us about God’s presence in our lives during struggles?

5.  What obstacles are you facing right now? Write down a prayer of faith affirming your knowledge that God is 
always with us.

6.  God gives specific instructions to Joshua about attacking the city of Jericho. What does this tell you about God’s 
character? How might you go about finding God’s instructions when you face difficult circumstances?

7. What happens as a result of the Israelites following God’s instructions? (Joshua 6)

8.  Why is this first victory over Jericho, a fortified city and an eastern gateway to the land of Canaan, so important 
to the Israelites?

9.  When God gives a command to wipe out all the living in the city, it can seem contradictory to His attributes of 
love and righteousness. Looking back, how might we understand this command as consistent with God’s loving 
character?  
(Joshua 6:21; Deuteronomy 12:31; 18:3-9; 20:18; Genesis 6:5-7)
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Week 3: Conquering the Land
Scripture: Joshua 7 – 12

1.  How does Achan sin? What are the consequences of his actions? What does this teach you about the 
consequences of your own sin?

2.  After Achan’s sin is uncovered, what is the result of the Israelite’s second attack on Ai? (Joshua 8; Numbers 
32:23)

3.  What does Joshua read to the crowd? Why do you think he does this?  
(Joshua 8:34-35)

4.  How do the Gibeonites trick Israel? Why? What is Israel’s mistake? What lesson can you learn from this error? 
(Joshua 9)

5.  Kings in neighboring lands form an alliance to attack Gibeon. What command does God give Joshua about 
them? Name three specific ways in which God is fighting for Israel against these kings? (Joshua 10)

6.  God continues to give Israel victory, and they conquer the Southern and Northern kingdoms. What is God 
doing to the hearts of Israel’s enemies? Why? How will this help Israel?
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7.  God has given Israel the land of Canaan as an inheritance, but the people have to fight for the land. Why 
doesn’t God just drive the people out instead of making Israel fight? How does this apply to us and the fighting 
we must do?

Week 4: Dominion of the Land
Scripture: Joshua 13 – 24

1.  The Lord divides the inheritance of the land among the tribes of Israel. What characteristics of God are 
displayed in the detailed account of who goes where?  
(Joshua 13 – 22)

2.  What do you learn about God from Joshua 21:43-45? How does knowing that God keeps His word encourage 
you?

3.  What encouragement does Joshua give the leaders of Israel? According to  
Romans 12:8, encouragement is a gift. Why is it so important to encourage others? How do you feel when you 
are being encouraged? (Joshua 23)

4.  What warnings does Joshua give the leaders? How can you apply these warnings to your life today? (Joshua 23)
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5.  Joshua presents the Israelites with a choice. What choice are they given? What choice have you made? Does your 
life reflect this choice? (Joshua 24:15)

Monthly Re�ection
How did this month’s study help you ...

1. Understand the Bible as a continuous story?

2. See God’s salvation plan for man?

3. Learn how to study the Bible?

4. Grow in your personal walk with Jesus?
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Paizinho started down the wrong path 
at a young age. Introduced to drugs 
and alcohol by his friends, he quickly 
became addicted. His quest for more 
drugs and alcohol led him to stealing, 
violence, even murder.

Then, one day, Paizinho was given a 
Book of Hope, wri�en in his language. 
He read it and was drawn in by the love 

of Jesus. He accepted the Lord as his Savior. As Paizinho learned 
more about Jesus, he gave up drugs and alcohol. He changed his 
friends. He knows he is forgiven, and FREE from the sins and 
brokenness of his past.

Not only is Paizinho transformed from the “inside out” ... he’s 
excited to share his newfound faith with others. He invited seven 
of his friends to the church, and all of them accepted Jesus too! 
What Satan intends for evil, God can use for good!

In 2014, OneHope reached its billionth child — a young girl in 
China — with a relevant Gospel message. This year OneHope will 
reach nearly one hundred million additional young people with 
Scripture programs that are age- and culturally- specific based on 
research it conducts among children and youth, leaders and 
educators in each country it works. Since 1987, OneHope has 
helped kids experience God’s Story by collaborating with 
churches and ministries — and working with local governments, 
schools and non-governmental organizations — by bringing a 
message of Hope to children and youth in more than 100 
countries.
www.onehope.net
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