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Y
Kingdom
You’ve probably read this warning somewhere: “Smoking causes lung cancer, heart disease, emphysema, and 
may complicate pregnancy.” 

Thanks to the Surgeon General, the risks of smoking are displayed prominently on all cigarette advertising 
and packaging. Yet, despite knowing the dangers of smoking, people continue to purchase cigarettes. Millions 
are sold every day. In the United States alone, half a million people die every year as a result of ignoring the 
Surgeon General’s warnings.

Tragically, Israel isn’t very good at heeding caution either. 

Though God desires to lead His chosen people, they reject Him — wanting instead to have a king in charge. So 
God, like the Surgeon General, issues warnings about what will happen if they choose this path. A king will take 

your sons and compel them to serve in his army. He will take your income and 
possessions as his own. You will cry out for relief, but it will not come.

The Israelites disregard God’s warning. They still want a king. So He 
gives them what they want. Just like that, Israel goes from a theocracy(13) 
— a nation led by God — to a monarchy. 

The first king, Saul, doesn’t make a very good leader. Eventually, he 
is replaced by Israel’s most famous king, David. Though David rules a 
united kingdom, Israel fragments in the hands of his descendants. Judah 
(the southern kingdom) consists of the tribes of Judah and Benjamin, 
while Israel (the northern kingdom) is made up of the other ten tribes. 

Eventually, God’s patience with both kingdoms comes to an end. Righteous kings are hard to find in the 
southern kingdom and non-existent in the northern kingdom. Because of their sinfulness and disobedience, 
God allows each kingdom to be conquered and taken into captivity by a neighboring nation.

As you’ll see throughout Israel’s era of monarchial rule, God isn’t stingy with opportunities to choose. But 
neither is He sparing with the consequences of wrong choices.

Scripture Coverage: 1 Samuel – 2 Chronicles
Scripture Reading: 1 Samuel 1 – 18; 2 Samuel; 1 Kings 1 – 15; 2 Kings 17, 25
Book Genre: Historical
Main Theme: Israel becomes a Kingdom, faces judgment for its sin, and  
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is sent into exile
Main Events: Samuel and Saul; David; Solomon; Kingdoms of Israel
Main Characters: Samuel; Saul; David; Solomon

Week 1: Samuel and Saul
Scripture: 1 Samuel 1 - 15

1. Describe the events surrounding Samuel’s birth. (1 Samuel 1)

2.  Why is Samuel confused about who is calling to him? What does Samuel learn? How can you apply this to 
hearing God’s voice in your own life? (1 Samuel 3)

3.  Samuel becomes a judge. In what ways is this account similar to many of the stories from Judges? (1 Samuel 7)

4.  Israel asks for a king. Why do the people want a king? What have you wanted that you knew wouldn’t be good 
for you? (1 Samuel 8)

5.  Who are the Israelites rejecting when they ask for a king? Think back to the experience you shared in question 4. 
Was your desire based in ignorance, or were you rejecting God and His ways?

6. Who is anointed the first king of Israel? What type of man is he? 
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7. How does God establish Saul’s kingship? (1 Samuel 11)

8.  What great leadership qualities does Samuel display in his farewell speech?  
(1 Samuel 12:20-25)

9.  Why do you think Saul acts out? What is he rebuked for? What are the consequences? (1 Samuel 10:8, 13)

10.  God tests Saul by having him wait until the last minute. Have you ever been in a similar situation? What was the 
result? Why do you think God sometimes waits until the very end?

11.  What wise counsel does Samuel give Saul? God compares rebellion to divination.(14) How are they alike? (1 
Samuel 15)

Week 2: David
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Scripture: 1 Samuel 16 – 18; 2 Samuel

1.  Who chooses David to be King? Why David? What providential act moves David into Saul’s service? (1 Samuel 
16)

2.  What great accomplishment does David achieve? What moves David to do this? What are the results? (1 Samuel 
17)

3.  David succeeds in battle, but what stirs Saul to jealousy? Who is God for and who is God against? What 
evidence supports your answers? (1 Samuel 18)

4.  Saul is clearly trying to kill David, either by his own hand or that of another. But even Saul realizes that God is 
with David. What does this teach you about God’s hand of protection?

5.  Time and again, David spares Saul’s life. What are David’s reasons for doing this? What does this teach you 
about trying to promote ourselves or manipulate circumstances to get what we want? (1 Samuel 24, 26)

6.  Saul takes his own life, and David ascends to the throne. However, seven years pass between the time David is 
originally called to be king and when he is finally anointed at Hebron. What does this demonstrate about God’s 
timing and patience? (2 Samuel 2)

7.  David becomes king over all of Israel and conquers the Jebusites who live in Jerusalem. He takes up residence 
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there. What is behind David’s success?  
(2 Samuel 5:10)

8.  How does David sin? When confronted, how does David respond? How does God respond? (2 Samuel 11 – 12)

9.  What are the consequences of David’s sin? What does that reflect about God’s view of sin?

Week 3: Solomon
Scripture: 1 Kings 1 – 11

1.  Before David dies, he charges his son Solomon with the crown. What instructions does he leave? How might you 
apply these words to your own life? (1 Kings 2:2-3)

2.  How is Solomon’s relationship with the Lord? What conversation do they have? What is the result? (1 Kings 3)

3. Wisdom is not exclusive to Solomon. What can we do according to James 1:5-8?
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4. In what ways is Solomon wise? (1 Kings 4:29-34)

5. What construction projects does Solomon take on? (1 Kings 6 – 7)

6. How does God react to the building of the temple? (1 Kings 9:3)

7. What does God say will remain forever? What is the condition? (1 Kings 9)

8.  God’s promises are often predicated on our obedience and desire to follow after Him. Name one way in which 
you are following God wholeheartedly. Name an area in which you need God’s help to obey. Pray right now for 
the Lord’s help in obedience.

9. What issue does Solomon have? How is this disobedient to the Lord? (1 Kings 11)

10. What is the result of Solomon’s marriages? (1 Kings 11)
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11.  How is it possible for the wisest man in the world to fall away from God? What does this say about the 
connection (or lack thereof) between having wisdom and having a heart to serve God? Why is it dangerous to 
think knowledge is enough to build a relationship with God?

Week 4: Kingdoms of Israel
Scripture: 1 Kings 11 – 15; 2 Kings 17; 25

1.  Solomon fails to serve God wholeheartedly. What is the judgment for Solomon’s sin? (1 Kings 11:29-39)

2.  Solomon dies, and his son Rehoboam succeeds him as king. What request do the people make of him? What is 
his response? (1 Kings 12)

3.  How does Rehoboam’s response lead to dividing the kingdom, with Jeroboam leading Israel and Rehoboam 
leading Judah?

4.  Why does Jeroboam create two golden calves? What is God’s judgment on Jeroboam? (1 Kings 14:7-14)

5. What kind of king is Rehoboam? 
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6.  Notice the trend in the descriptions of the kings of Israel and Judah throughout 1 and 2 Kings. What three 
specific pieces of information does the Bible share about each king? 

7.  What happens to Israel? Why does this happen? Where do the people go?  
(2 Kings 17)

8.  What is the fate of Judah? What happens to the people? What happens to the temple and the palace? (2 Kings 
25)

9.  What simple message does God communicate to His people (though they fail to grasp it)? Why do you think it is 
so hard for the Israelites to obey? 

10.  How do people today struggle with this command, too? In your opinion, what problem is at the root of 
unwillingness to follow God wholeheartedly?
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Monthly Re�ection
How did this month’s study help you ...

1. Understand the Bible as a continuous story?

2. See God’s salvation plan for man?

3. Learn how to study the Bible?

4. Grow in your personal walk with Jesus?
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Paizinho started down the wrong path 
at a young age. Introduced to drugs 
and alcohol by his friends, he quickly 
became addicted. His quest for more 
drugs and alcohol led him to stealing, 
violence, even murder.

Then, one day, Paizinho was given a 
Book of Hope, wri�en in his language. 
He read it and was drawn in by the love 

of Jesus. He accepted the Lord as his Savior. As Paizinho learned 
more about Jesus, he gave up drugs and alcohol. He changed his 
friends. He knows he is forgiven, and FREE from the sins and 
brokenness of his past.

Not only is Paizinho transformed from the “inside out” ... he’s 
excited to share his newfound faith with others. He invited seven 
of his friends to the church, and all of them accepted Jesus too! 
What Satan intends for evil, God can use for good!

In 2014, OneHope reached its billionth child — a young girl in 
China — with a relevant Gospel message. This year OneHope will 
reach nearly one hundred million additional young people with 
Scripture programs that are age- and culturally- specific based on 
research it conducts among children and youth, leaders and 
educators in each country it works. Since 1987, OneHope has 
helped kids experience God’s Story by collaborating with 
churches and ministries — and working with local governments, 
schools and non-governmental organizations — by bringing a 
message of Hope to children and youth in more than 100 
countries.
www.onehope.net
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