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Pauline Epistles
When you flip through your mail, what do you keep your eyes peeled for? 

Bills? Flyers? Circulars? Advertisements? No, you get those all the time.

You’re looking for letters from loved ones — a rare jewel in your mailbox, especially in today’s age of texting, 
email, and Facebook. 

When you get a letter, it means someone actually took the time to sit down and compose a handwritten 
note ... just for you. 

And when you come across that colored envelope or handwritten 
address, you get excited. You pull that letter out and read it before 
you even finish sorting through the rest of your mail. 

Why? It’s personal ... special ... rare. Rather than using an electronic 
device for a quick connection, someone bought a stamp and 
invested time in you! 

Personal letters were probably very meaningful and special in 
Paul’s day, too. Imagine how the believers in Corinth, Ephesus, 
Thessalonica, and other cities felt when they received a letter from 
Paul. “He’s a busy man, traveling and sharing the Good News all 
over the world ... and he sat down with a scribe to write to us?” 

How much more so for the individuals he wrote to, like Timothy, Titus, and Philemon. “Paul wanted to say 
something to me so much that he wrote a letter?”

Taking it one step further, God — King over the entire universe, Creator of Heaven and Earth — took the 
time to write these letters through Paul. And not just for the early Church.
God sent you Paul’s letters through the Bible — the 13 Pauline Epistles. 

In these letters, God uses Paul to present doctrinal truths and practical applications for resolving specific 
issues and problems impacting these early believers... issues still relevant for believers today. How 
appropriate that God would use such an encouraging form of communication to inspire, teach, and guide 
you in your faith.
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Scripture Coverage:  Romans – Philemon
Scripture Reading: Romans – Philemon
Book Genre: Epistles
Main Theme: Paul’s letters to encourage and instruct in the Christian faith
Main Events: See the general description of each book
Main Characters: Paul, as the only author

Note: Unlike January through October, November and December will focus on reading the text rather than answering questions 
about the text. This is because the content is so rich and deep! Plus, as a believer under the New Covenant, reading the Epistles 
will be especially important for your spiritual development — because they provide direct instruction for proper Christian living.

Before you read each Epistle, ask God to speak to you through His Word. As you read, consider how each book lines 
up with its summary below.

Week 1: Romans and Corinthians 
Scripture: Romans; 1 Corinthians; 2 Corinthians

Romans: Provides a complete explanation of the Gospel, and corrects the attitudes between Jews and Gentiles.

1 Corinthians: Corrects serious problems that were reported in the Church, and answers a variety of questions that 
have been brought to Paul’s attention. 

2 Corinthians: Encourages the Church, and reprimands those who are acting defiantly.

Week 2: Galatians, Ephesians, and  
Philippians 
Scripture: Galatians; Ephesians; Philippians

Galatians: Deals with the matter of legalism.(37)

Ephesians: Encourages strengthening the Ephesians’ relationship with Christ living  
a life worthy of Him.

Philippians: Encourages joy in the face of trials.
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Week 3: Colossians and Thessalonians
Scripture: Colossians; 1 Thessalonians; 2 Thessalonians

Colossians: Discusses the supremacy of Christ.

1 Thessalonians: Encourages perseverance and godly living, and clarifies about believers who die in Christ.

2 Thessalonians: Encourages perseverance and corrects end-time beliefs.

Week 4: Timothy, Titus, and Philemon
Scripture: 1 Timothy; 2 Timothy; Titus; Philemon

1 Timothy: Encourages Timothy to protect the Gospel from false teaching, and offers instructions on church 
matters.

2 Timothy: Encourages Timothy to preach the Gospel and endure hardships.

Titus: Explains the qualifications for church leadership.

Philemon: Asks Philemon to deal kindly with his runaway slave, Onesimus, and receive him back as a fellow 
believer.

1.  Pick one book you’ve read this month and write a reflection about how God’s Word has spoken to you.

2. How will you change as a result of reading Paul’s letters?
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Monthly Re�ection
How did this month’s study help you ...

1. Understand the Bible as a continuous story?

2. See God’s salvation plan for man?

3. Learn how to study the Bible?

4. Grow in your personal walk with Jesus?

N O V E M B E R



Paizinho started down the wrong path 
at a young age. Introduced to drugs 
and alcohol by his friends, he quickly 
became addicted. His quest for more 
drugs and alcohol led him to stealing, 
violence, even murder.

Then, one day, Paizinho was given a 
Book of Hope, wri�en in his language. 
He read it and was drawn in by the love 

of Jesus. He accepted the Lord as his Savior. As Paizinho learned 
more about Jesus, he gave up drugs and alcohol. He changed his 
friends. He knows he is forgiven, and FREE from the sins and 
brokenness of his past.

Not only is Paizinho transformed from the “inside out” ... he’s 
excited to share his newfound faith with others. He invited seven 
of his friends to the church, and all of them accepted Jesus too! 
What Satan intends for evil, God can use for good!

In 2014, OneHope reached its billionth child — a young girl in 
China — with a relevant Gospel message. This year OneHope will 
reach nearly one hundred million additional young people with 
Scripture programs that are age- and culturally- specific based on 
research it conducts among children and youth, leaders and 
educators in each country it works. Since 1987, OneHope has 
helped kids experience God’s Story by collaborating with 
churches and ministries — and working with local governments, 
schools and non-governmental organizations — by bringing a 
message of Hope to children and youth in more than 100 
countries.
www.onehope.net
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