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A
General Epistles
An unforgettable moment in Olympic history ... 

Derek Redmond, a British runner in the 1992 Summer Games, starts running in the semi-finals of the 
400-meter dash. As he rounds a bend in the track, a powerful pain suddenly shoots up the back of his leg. 

Derek slows and eventually falls to the ground. He has torn his hamstring.

Medical staff members run to Derek’s side, but he waves them off. Standing to his feet, Derek begins limping 
toward the finish line. As Derek approaches the final stretch of the race, his father runs to meet him on the 
field. With his father supporting him, they finish the race together. 

Most people have forgotten who won that 400-meter dash. But those who saw Derek Redmond finish his race 
will remember it forever. 

Why? Because he didn’t give up. No one would have blamed Derek for stopping after the fall, but he kept 
going. 

Derek came to the Olympics with a single goal in mind. He saw the finish line. He had something to strive 
for. And he went for it, no matter what.

Goals make it possible to reach otherwise-unattainable heights. They 
allow you to push through obstacles that might ordinarily cause you to 
throw in the towel. Having a goal, a vision, is necessary for life (Proverbs 
29:18).

And you have proven to have vision. Over the course of this year, you’ve 
faithfully read the Bible and pushed through this devotional. Now you 
head to your last lap — the General Epistles. 

Like the Pauline Epistles, these are letters of direction and encouragement in the faith. Unlike the Pauline 
Epistles, the General Epistles have been written by a variety of different authors. Also, with the exceptions of 
Hebrews and Revelation, these letters are named based on authorship (rather than recipient, as Paul’s are).

So let’s get started. The finish line is in sight. On your mark, get set ... GO!

These are letters 
of direction and 
encouragement 

in the faith.

D E C E M B E R
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Scripture Coverage:  Hebrews – Revelation
Scripture Reading: Hebrews – Revelation 
Book Genre: Epistles
Main Theme: Letters from early Christian leaders  
to encourage and instruct in the faith
Main Events: See the general description of each book
Main Characters: Jesus

Note: Like November, this section will focus on the reading rather than on answering questions.

Before you read each Epistle, ask God to speak to you through His Word. As you read, consider how each book lines 
up with its summary below.

Week 1: Hebrews and James
Scripture: Hebrews; James

Hebrews: Strengthens the faith of Jewish Christians undergoing persecution, and encourages them cling to Christ 
without looking back.

James: Discusses living the Christian faith in everyday life.

Week 2: Peter and John
Scripture: 1 Peter; 2 Peter; 1 John; 2 John; 3 John

1 Peter: Gives an eternal perspective on life on earth in light of trials and suffering.

2 Peter: Exhorts believers to godliness, and exposes false prophets and teachers.

1 John: Exposes false teachers, and exhorts fellowship with God.

2 John: Urges the “chosen lady” to beware of extending hospitality to those who no longer teach the truth. 

3 John: Offers commendation to Gaius, and warns against Diotrephes. 

Week 3: Jude and Revelation
Scripture: Jude; Revelation

Jude: Urges believers to contend for the faith, and warns against ungodly living and false teachers.

Revelation: Rebukes seven churches for their compromise and sin, calls them to repentance, and provides a 
prophetic look into the end-times.

D E C E M B E R
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Week 4: Review
Review the past 12 months. Try to recount the story of the Bible from Creation to Revelation. Then write your brief 
summary. No more than one page should be necessary. Be sure to include the main theme: salvation through Jesus 
Christ. 

Summary of the Bible Story

D E C E M B E R
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Monthly Re�ection
How did this month’s study help you ...

1. Understand the Bible as a continuous story?

2. See God’s salvation plan for man?

3. Learn how to study the Bible?

4. Grow in your personal walk with Jesus?

The Finish Line
Congratulations! You’ve finished a yearlong race. May your relationship with God and your understanding of His 
Word continue to be blessed and grow. And, as Paul writes in 2 Timothy 4:7, may you be able to say, “I have fought 
the good fight, I have finished the race, I have kept the faith.” 

D E C E M B E R



Paizinho started down the wrong path 
at a young age. Introduced to drugs 
and alcohol by his friends, he quickly 
became addicted. His quest for more 
drugs and alcohol led him to stealing, 
violence, even murder.

Then, one day, Paizinho was given a 
Book of Hope, wri�en in his language. 
He read it and was drawn in by the love 

of Jesus. He accepted the Lord as his Savior. As Paizinho learned 
more about Jesus, he gave up drugs and alcohol. He changed his 
friends. He knows he is forgiven, and FREE from the sins and 
brokenness of his past.

Not only is Paizinho transformed from the “inside out” ... he’s 
excited to share his newfound faith with others. He invited seven 
of his friends to the church, and all of them accepted Jesus too! 
What Satan intends for evil, God can use for good!

In 2014, OneHope reached its billionth child — a young girl in 
China — with a relevant Gospel message. This year OneHope will 
reach nearly one hundred million additional young people with 
Scripture programs that are age- and culturally- specific based on 
research it conducts among children and youth, leaders and 
educators in each country it works. Since 1987, OneHope has 
helped kids experience God’s Story by collaborating with 
churches and ministries — and working with local governments, 
schools and non-governmental organizations — by bringing a 
message of Hope to children and youth in more than 100 
countries.
www.onehope.net
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